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Hi everyone. 
It is really nice to be back at school and to see everyone again and catch up with holiday stories and adven-
tures. It was exciting to come back to school recently and see the new colour scheme. It has certainly given 
the school blast of colour and energy. The kids all seem to like it which is the main thing! And as I look out 
the window on a grey day I must say it is a tonic. Thanks to Michael Foster for doing such an excellent job 
with the painting. We appreciate these efforts and it has been great to have another local business do the 
work. We had a brilliant time digging up a very impressive crop of garlic on the first day back. As it is a 
pretty healthy crop again I plan to keep some aside to give to school families for planting in the middle of the 
year, so please remind me if I forget. I would like to say a big thanks to Task Force Green who came up to 
PžrŇkaunui School the day before school started this year and in one big effort spread the bark chips over the 
playground area and it looks fantastic as a result.  
Our first term topic is óCommunicationô. We plan to look at the myriad ways people communicate and the 
seniors have already written and posted letters which I am sure the various recipients of these letters will be 
thrilled to receive. It is nice to revive this classic form of communication. We also look forward to some more 
science work with Dr Kate Rice later in the term. We will also be doing some very interesting work with Tay-
lor Davies- Colley as part of the Kei Hea Nga Kaka Project. This project will see us learn about where kaka go 
when they are not in the sanctuary, and how safe they are outside of the sanctuary fence, and also what we 
can do to make areas like schools and homes safer for these amazing birds which we will hopefully be seeing 
much more of in the near future. This programme will start with a trip to the eco- sanctuary in the near 
future. As mentioned in the Welcome letter last week there will be staff onsite from 8am this year if you 
need any early drop offs to assist with family logistics, and please let us know if we can help out after school 
-  we are very happy to help out with late pick ups where possible. Lastly, I would like to say a very big wel-
come to Sarah who has taken on the role of school office administrator, it is great to have you here as part 
of the PžrŇkaunui School team. It was nice for Sarah to meet some parents and community at Fridayôs pizza 
lunch, and if you would like to pop in to the office to say hello please do! 

Welcome Pi and Sarah  

A bumper crop of garlic!  
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Dates for your Diary  
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